Hearing impairment in ventilator-dependent infants and children.
Bronchopulmonary dysplasia is a complication of prematurity that can require months or years of ventilatory support. Among a cohort of 12 such ventilator-dependent patients, half had auditory brainstem response thresholds of 40 dB nHL or worse in the better ear. In 10 of 23 ears the threshold was 50 dB or worse. This incidence of hearing impairment is much greater than for other high-risk premature infants. Although conductive impairment was implicated in many cases, the degree of impairment is greater than that ordinarily seen with middle ear effusion.